
I Swear….  
A timeline showing the historical transition of a word from normal to 
vulgar, using common swear words shit, damn, f&^$, ass and bitch.to 
suit your style. 
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You likely notice that the word F&^% is not written 
out like the other words.  This is because F&^% is a 
linguistic anomaly in that’s intent was that it be used 
vulgarly.   
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Considered a derogitory 
term referring to 

people who are not 
smart, have learning 
problems.  Today’s 

terminology would be 
“special needs”. 

Retard 

The word shit takes on 
a bevy of new 

meanings around this 
time:  

Verb “to lie, to tease.” 
(1934) 

“scared shitless” (1936) 
“misfortune, trouble” 

(1937) 
“shit list” 1942 

Shit 

Shit is used in “not 
giving a shit” (1922); 

Bitchy appears referring 
to an ill-tempered 

person (1925); Bitch is 
used as “to complain” 
(1930; Ass is used to 
describe a sidpicable 

person (1933) 

Ass, Shit,  
Bitch 

Is found in verb form 
meaning “to 
disrespect”. 

shit 

Asshole appears 
referring to “the worst 

place in the world”; 
Damn is first used in 

the context of not being 
worth a damn 

Ass, Damn 

Damn is first used in 
adjective format.  
“Damned Thing” 

Damn 

Arsehole appears, 
referring to the anus of 

an animal. Shit first 
appears referring to an 

obnoxious person. 

Ass, Shit  

Bitch starts to appear in 
it’s mutated format 

representing an 
unpleasant woman 

(originally referred to a 
female dog).  F&^% 

makes it first 
appearance, and it’s 

original context was a 
way to say “sex”, with 

vulgar intent 

Bitch, F&^% 

The word Damn 
appears near this time 
in forms meaning Loss, 

Condemnation, and 
judgement.  Ass begins 
to appear around this 

time in the context of a 
human bottom. 

Damn, Ass 

Ass appears in the Old 
English format Arse, 

referring to the butt of 
an animal.  Shit makes 
it’s original appearance 
in Norse/ Old English as 
skita, or scitte, referring 

to excrement 

Ass, Shit  

ANDAnother Monkey 


